
On Septem ber  9, 
2021, M oorestown 
Fr iends School  wel-
com ed al l  638 students 
back  to cam pus to star t  
the school  year  together  

for  the f i r st  t im e in  over  
a year. After  a 2020-2021 
school  year  f i l led with 
changes in  learn ing 
m odes, plexiglass-
covered desks, and one 

way hal lways and stair -
cases, com ing to school  
on the f i r st  day fel t  al -
m ost norm al . 
Al though there was 
m uch exci tem ent sur -

rounding th is r eturn to 
cam pus, there were also 
several  aspects of r e-
turn ing to school  that 
took  som e adjust ing. 
Shelby Noel  ?23 noted, 
?I t?s defin i tely been a 
hard tr ansit ion, but I  
found i t  easier  being in  
person towards the end 
of last year , so i t  m ade 
[the tr ansi t ion] a lot 
sm oother.?

Due to Covid-19 re-
str ict ions, m any of the 
sim ple pract ices associ-
ated with com ing to 
school  were lost, such as 
sm al l  group discussions 
and physical  copies of 
assignm ents. Noel  no-
t iced, ?A chal lenge is or -
ganizing the handouts 
because last year  we 
didn?t r eal ly get any pa-
pers so i t?s been hard to 
r em em ber  what folders 
are with which [class].? 

Upper  School  h istor y 
teacher  Steven Baum ann 
had a un ique exper ience 
with r eturn ing to cam -

pus th is fal l , as he began 
his M FS career  in  the 
m idst of the Covid-19 
pandem ic. M any aspects 
of leading a class had to 
be adapted and changed, 
including the physical  
teaching environm ent. 
Baum ann com m ented 
on th is tr ansit ion: ?I  
th ink  i t?s been real ly 
good and I?m  real ly ex-
ci ted to have a classroom  
th is year. W e?ve had 
som e great discussions 
in  m y classroom  so far.? 

The beginn ing of the 
2021-2022 school  year  
gave both students and 
staff a sense of m uch-
needed norm alcy? one 
that m any hope wi l l  
cont inue throughout the 
year. Ful l  class discus-
sions, spir i t  week , and in-
person assignm ents are 
just som e of the ways the 
M FS com m unity is 
slowly m ak ing i ts r eturn 
to a standard school  ex-
per ience. 

This sum m er  has 
brought about som e 
big changes with in  the 
Beekeeping Club, not 
on ly r egarding the 
bees, but also to the 
club?s str ucture i tsel f. 
M em bers have been 
work ing di l igent ly, 
visi t ing the h ive every 
3 weeks to ensure the 
bees, as wel l  as their  
h ive, are 
wel l -m aintained and 
given the resources 
they need to develop.

The bees 
them selves have m ade 
a lot of progress th is 
sum m er. According to 
Daniel  Sorok in , the 
colony expanded m uch 
faster  than ant icipated, 
so m uch so that the 
club has instal led 
another  box, cal led a 
super , on top of the 
or iginal  box to provide 
m ore space for  the new 
bees. 

This r apid 
expansion is seen as 
great news to those 
involved. ?Because of 
the great progress the 

bees have m ade,? 
Daniel  Sorok in  ?23 
explained, ?we were 
actual ly able to col lect 
two fr am es of honey 
that we are planning 
on giving to the 
adm in istr at ion as a 
gi ft .?

Addit ional ly, r ed 
reflector s have been 
instal led as a bar r ier  
sur rounding the h ive 
for  students to keep a 
safe distance. 

?You should on ly 
pass the red reflector s 
i f  perm itted to do so by 
M r. Newm an, Sam  
DeJoseph, Aidan Shor t, 
or  m ysel f,? 
com m ented Sorok in .

The beekeeping 
club i tsel f has 
undergone a few new 
changes as Agenda 
appointed them  as a 
student governm ent 
subcom m ittee at the 
end of last year. This 
wi l l  enable the club to 
act on ideas they 
otherwise would not 
have had the approval  
to accom pl ish. Cler ks 

are yet to be decided 
for  th is com m ittee. The 
process wi l l  fol low the 
form at of nom inat ing 
com m ittees used for  
Agenda and Diversi ty 
Com m ittees.

Sam  DeJoseph ?23 
said he is exci ted about 
th is change: ?I  th ink  

that the club becom ing 
a com m ittee wi l l  help 
us progress fur ther  as a 
group, as we have lots 
of ideas that m ay not 
happen i f we had to 
wait  for  approval  in  the 
club sett ing.?

?I 'm  look ing 
forward to fur ther  

expansion and honey 
harvest ing,'' DeJoseph 
said, ?W e hope to clean 
out and replant the 
nearby garden beds 
which wi l l  not on ly 
benefi t  the bees, but 
also help to beauti fy 
the school !?
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After  being 
unused for  a year  due 
to Covid-19, the Din ing 
H al l  m ade i ts 
anxiously-awaited 
return for  student and 
facul ty use in  the 
2021-2022 school  year. 
H owever , i t  com es 
back  with a few 
m odif icat ions and 
var ied react ions.

Som e of the new 
changes in  the Din ing 
H al l  include new 
seating l im its, 
paym ent opt ions, and 
guidel ines. W hi le 
eat ing inside the 
lunchroom , on ly four  
students wi l l  be 
al lowed at each table 
and al l  the windows 
wi l l  be open. There 

wi l l  be a l im it  to the 
num ber  of students 
that can eat inside, but 
there wi l l  st i l l  be the 
opt ion to eat outside, 
or  in  other  spaces 
around school . Cash 
wi l l  not be accepted, 
and students punch in  
codes as a contact less   
paym ent m ethod.

W hi le the new 
changes to the Din ing 
H al l  create a di fferent 
atm osphere than 
before, students st i l l  
expressed their  
exci tem ent for  som e 
sense of norm alcy to 
r eturn dur ing lunch  
t im e.  Sophom ore 
Ol ivia Ner i   shared her  
enthusiasm  for  seeing 
the space f inal ly back  

in  act ion: ?I?ve heard 
noth ing but good 
th ings about the 
Din ing H al l , so I?m  
relat ively exci ted 
about i t  r eopening. 
I t?l l  be n ice to have a 
l i t t le m ore norm alcy 
again!? Ner i  has not 
used the Din ing H al l  
before since last year  
was her  f i r st  at M FS, 
so th is wi l l  be the f i r st  
t im e for  her  to 
social ize and in teract 
wi th in  th is space.

Students who 
have used the Din ing 
H al l  for  a whi le also 
share feel ings of 
exci tem ent r egarding 
the news. Rom a Jha 
?22 talked about her  
appreciat ion for  the 

Din ing H al l?s return, 
as i t  al lowed her  to 
f inal ly not ice the 
?l i t t le th ings? she had 
m issed before the 
space?s closure: ?A 
few days ago I  was 
standing in  the lunch 
l ine wait ing, and I  
thought about how 
m uch I  actual ly 
m issed gett ing that 
oppor tun i ty? stated 
Jha. ?So that?s 
defin i tely the m ost 
exci t ing th ing, just 
being able to be with 
people again.?

Facul ty, along with 
students, said they are 
eager  to see the 
Din ing H al l  m ake i ts 
r eturn. M iddle and 
Upper  School  H eal th 

and PE teacher  Er ick  
Cotter  shared h is 
sent im ents on the 
Din ing H al l  r eopening 
as wel l : ?I  am  
extrem ely exci ted that 
i t  is open. I t?s n ice to 
be able to grab food, 
see people you 
norm al ly wouldn?t see 
throughout the day, be 

able to si t  down, and 
eventual ly eat wi th 
them .? H e bel ieves 
that the Din ing H al l?s 
reopening is ?real ly 
im por tant for  our  
com m unity bui lding,? 
and seem s one step 
closer  to som e sense 
of norm alcy. 
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 Sum m er  Upgrades
By: Em m a Vern ick  '23, H annah Puc '24,  Jul ia Tour tel lot te '23, and Ishaan Shah '22
Photos By: Jul ia Tour tel lot te and Em m a Vern ick

Dining H all open for  use in the 2021-2022 school year . 
Photo: Alicia Leung '24

M FS 2021, the Return of the Din ing H al l

Low er  School  Rai n bow  
Repai n ted

The Lower  School  r ainbow was repainted 
two weeks before school  star ted by 
Tyfanee Pratt , a form er  assistant teacher  
at M FS. Ted H arnwel l , Dir ector  of Physical  
Plant, said, ?The students real ly en joy 
seeing i t , and i t  r eal ly br ightened up that 
area.? 

Lab 1 Ren ovat i on s

Com puter  Lab 1 underwent notable 
renovations over  the sum m er  to tr ansform  
the lab in to a m aker  space environm ent. 
Steve Kolar is, Director  of Technology, 
spearheaded the project, work ing with the 
M aintenance Depar tm ent to keep expenses 
to a m in im um . Two brand new 3D pr in ter s 
and a laser  cutter  were am ong the m any 
tools and equipm ent added. Kolar is said the 
Technology Depar tm ent wanted ?to create 
a m ore hands-on and creat ive approach in  
technology classes.? 

Ten n i s Cour ts Pow er w ashed

Preparat ion for  the fal l  tennis season began 
over  the sum m er  with the powerwashing of  
al l  tennis cour ts. The project took  four  
weekends to com plete. Ted H arnwel l , 
Dir ector  of Physical  Plant, said poor  drainage 
on the cour ts causes pool ing, which leaves 
behind stains that r equire powerwashing to 
r em ove. 

H i ppo Repai n ted

Students of the class of ?22 visi ted cam pus on 
August 31st to r epaint the h ippo, a beloved 
M FS tradi t ion for  senior s. Tr isha Nelson, ?22, 
one of the senior s who painted the h ippo, 
r eflected on her  exper ience, ?i t  was a real ly 
long day, but i t  was real ly fun.? This year?s 
them e revolves around the new Disney m ovie, 
?Luca.? 

Pl aygr oun d  Con st r uct i on

Construct ion on the playground began over  
the sum m er. H ead of School  Jul ia de la 
Tor re star ted the project when the 
playground began to age and needed 
restorat ion. de la Tor re explained: ?The 
playground has been around for  over  20 
years. And so, wi th any playground, i t  star ts 
to deter iorate. You could star t  to see that 
th ings were crack ing and break ing.? 

By: Al icia Leung '24
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By Lauren Edelstein  '22,  and Jordan Grabel le '22

By  Dinah M egibow-Taylor  '24 

After  18 m onths of 
logging in to Zoom s 
instead of walk ing 
in to the 
M eetinghouse, seeing 
each grade level  
through a com puter  
screen instead of the 
opposi te benches, and 
verbal  ?good 
m orn ings? sans 
handshakes, the 
Upper  School  
exper ienced their  f i r st  
M eeting for  W orship 
since the 
pre-pandem ic wor ld, 
but wi th a key 
di fference: worship 
was held in  the Red 
Gym , not the 

M eetinghouse.
The change of 

sett ing was necessary 
because cur rent ly the 
M eetinghouse has a 
capaci ty of seventy 
people, m eaning that 
the Upper  School  is 
unable to gather  as a 
whole in  that space. 
The Red Gym  can 
serve as a place to 
hold worship because 
i t  is large enough to 
accom m odate the US 
student body in  fu l l .

I t?s clear  after  the 
f i r st  M eeting, though, 
that there were som e 
drawbacks to using 
the gym . Som e 

students took  issue 
with the seat ing 
ar rangem ents, as 
som e advisor  groups 
had to si t  on the 
ground whi le others 
sat on bleachers. 

?[M FW ] in  the 
gym  was good, but m y 
only com plain t would 
have to be that i t  was 
uncom for table si t t ing 
on the f loor  for  for ty 
m inutes,? said Ben 
Batra ?24.

Ninth grader  
Anna Thom pson, who 
exper ienced M eeting 
for  the f i r st  t im e, said 
the seat ing,  ?could?ve 
been planned out a 

l i t t le better ,? but 
?overal l  i t  was 
al r ight.?

Another  di ff icul ty 
was that the echo and 
great size of the gym  
m ade i t  hard to 
understand 
announcem ents and 
dir ect ions. M eeting 
for  W orship for  
Business Cler k  Li ly 
Buchdahl  ?22, who 
del ivered the dai ly 
announcem ents, said, 
?The acoust ics were 
k ind of hard to work  
with,? but despi te th is 
obstacle, ?i t  was n ice 
to be back  with 
everyone.?

Fol lowing the 
announcem ents, at 
the end of M eeting as 
grade levels were 
dism issed, there was 
som e chaos exi t ing 
the gym  that r esul ted 
in  everybody leaving 
at once. Saiya Patel  ?22, 
a m em ber  of W orship 
Planning Com m ittee, 
noted, "people weren 't  
fol lowing dir ect ions." 
She attr ibuted th is to 
the loudness of the 
gym  and because 
?people weren 't  as 
focused as they would 
be in  the 
M eetinghouse.?

Look ing towards 

the future, m any 
students said they 
would l ike to see 
di fferent types of 
M eeting for  W orship, 
whether  that be in  
di fferent locat ions or  
di fferent groupings. 
Others said they were 
exci ted for  the 
possibi l i ty of 
al ternat ive M FW  
options, such as 
m editat ion and 
drawing. 

?Besides the 
M eetinghouse, I 'd l ike 
to see grade-level  
M eetings or  even 
advisory [M FW ],? said 
Patel .

Swinging in to the New School  Year  as Playground 
Construct ion Continues

Reflect ing on Reflect ion
Students? thoughts on the f i r st  M FW  of the year

Fol low us on Instagram !

@M FSW ordsW or th

Stay tun ed  for  m or e updates on  the p l aygr oun d?s pr ogr ess an d  ch i l d r en ?s r eact i on s to the pr oject  by check i n g 
m fsw or dsw or th .com .

Progress on the new Lower  School Playscape as of September  17, 2021. Photos: Lauren 
Edelstein ?22. A sketch of the playground?s expected outcome. M FS 

Playscape Ar tist Render ing by Studio .
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A Letter  to the Plexiglass

H eard in  the H al lway                                

By Vani H anam ir ian '22

By  M ichael  H uett l  '23,  Al icia Leung '24, Aadit  Pande '23, and Am ir  M ashaqi '23

Vir tual : Screens, 
cam eras, bed, school , 
class, sleep, dogs, four  
wal ls of hom e.

In  person: m asks, 
six feet, distance, 
separat ion, plexiglass.

Just l ike that ?  
the school  year  cam e 
around again with new 
faces and new room s, 
but som ething was 
m issing: plexiglass.

I t  was a long year  
f i l led with scraped 
arm s and legs; the 
plexiglass always 
found a way to scratch 
som eone whi le they 
were standing up to 

grab a t issue or  on 
their  way to the 
bathroom . Oh, how 
m any bags were 
r ipped as the 
plexiglass tore open 
seam s al lowing books, 
laptops, and blue l ight 
glasses to fal l  out. 
Som e m ay say that the 
plexiglass helped us 
get a ?norm al? school  
year , yet i t  physical ly 
and m etaphor ical ly 
stood between 
fr iendships, 
r elat ionships, and side 
banter  in  the 
classroom . I t  was l ike 
a wal l  separat ing 

fr iends fr om  fr iends 
and m entors fr om  
students. 

The plexiglass 
stood tal l  on our  desks 
for  the 2020-21 school  
year. I t  was a rem inder  
that we were as 
together  as we could 
be. W e tr ied to avoid 
i t , leaning back  to talk  
to fr iends around the 
plast ic shields that 
were m eant to provide 
safety. I t  t r ied to 
r em ind us we were 
physical ly safe, but 
that couldn?t change 
the feel ing of what 
students were deal ing 

with l iving in  a 
pandem ic.

Freshm en never  
r eal ly exper ienced 
high school , senior s 
were cheated out of 
their  f inal  year , and 
preschool  parents 
learned how hard i t  is 
to teach a class of 
four -year -olds fr om  
hom e. I t  fel t  l ike 
bar r ier s were being 
put up so that we 
would be separated 
fr om  one another , 
physical ly blocked 
fr om  com m unicat ion.

Together  M FS 
students went fr om  

classroom  to 
classroom  and each 
entered their  
individual  cage: three 
wal ls attached to the 
desk  with st icky tack . 

The plexiglass 
tr ansform ed room s 
fr om  free air space to 
enclosures. I t  al lowed 
us to learn, yet 
suffocated us, and 
m ade us feel  tr apped. 
The plexiglass was a 
m etaphor , an exam ple: 
i t  was placed there so 
we would know we 
were not in  a norm al  
year  nor  at a place 
where i t  was fu l ly safe 

to learn in-person. I ts 
presence rem inded us 
of those of us who had, 
or  were im pacted 
dir ect ly, by COVID.

Presentat ions on 
global  news and 
Kahoot gam es and 
col laborat ive work  
st i l l  cont inued . 

Plexiglass can 't  
take away the M FS 
spir i t  of the classroom  
no m atter  how 
isolat ing i t  could feel  
at t im es.

 ?M y favor i te h ighl ight about school  so 
far  has been being able to have lunch 
with m y fr iends again, and also being 
able to bond with teachers m ore. I t?s 
just another  step towards norm alcy 
that I?m  happy about.? -H im anshu 
Sahore ?24

?One th ing I?ve l iked is that the din ing 
hal l  is back  open. I  don?t need to br ing 
and m ake lunch everyday, and we can 
si t  wi th our  fr iends.? -M ichael  
Kowalsk i  ?23

?On e of  m y favor i te th i n gs f r om  bei n g 
back  to school  i s bei n g a sen i or  an d  
hav i n g ou r  sen i or  pr i v i l eges. W e?r e 
abl e to go uptow n  to M ai n  St r eet  
du r i n g f r ee per i ods an d  l un ch, an d  
al so w e?r e p l an n i n g to have a l ot  of  
sen i or  bon d i n g act i v i t i es th i s year  l i k e 
hav i n g a bar becue n i gh t , so I?m  
l ook i n g for w ar d  to sen i or  act i v i t i es 
l i k e those.? -K athr yn  Sebast i an  ?22

?I 've en joyed being back  
on cam pus and seeing 
people I  didn 't  see last 
year.?-Nathaniel  Rodwel l  
Sim on ?23

?I?d say m y back  to school  exper ience has 
been very posi t ive because last year  I  was 
al l  vi r tual  so th is year  i t 's good to com e 
back  in-person, see al l  of m y classm ates, 
and get used to having norm al  school  
again. I?m  glad that for  m y last year  of h igh 
school  I?l l  have a good high school  
exper ience.? -H aroun Shah ?22

 ?M y back  to school  
exper ience has been great. I  
got to see al l  of m y fr iends 
and I  got to be in  school  and 
i t 's better  to be in  person 
than on l ine.? -Der r ick  
Phi l l ips ?23

Got opin ions? 
W ordsW or th would love to hear  fr om  you!
Please wr i te us a Letter  to the Editor  and send via em ai l  to journal ism @m fr iends.org.

?[School?s] a bit  dif ferent  now. I?m  an 

of f icer  of  t hree clubs, but  I?m  get t ing 

acclim at ed t o t he responsibil i t y of  

t ak ing care of  t h ings around t he 

school, and it ?s ref reshing.? -David 

Mat uro ?22

?A highl ight is probably 
seeing everyone at school  
and in-person learn ing 
and playing spor ts.?  
-Jacob Tom  ?24

Read tips for  wr iting 
effective Letters to 
the Editor .
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