
Two years ago, Er ik  
Cur t is was the woodshop 
teacher  at M FS. Now, 
he?s the carpenter  in  
?Instant Dream  H om e," 
a new hom e renovation 
show on Netf l ix. 

Netf l ix?s ?Instant 
Dream  H om e? was re-
leased on August 10th. 
The show fol lows ?a 
team  of r apid-f i r e r eno-
vator s [that] take big 
r isks and m ake 
painstak ing plans to 
tr ansform  fam i l ies? 
hom es fr om  top to bot-
tom  in  just 12 hours,? as 
Netf l ix descr ibes i t .

The ?rapid-f i r e r en-
ovators'' are led by their  
team  leader ,  actress 
Daniel le Brooks. H ow-

ever , the show has a 
consistent spot l ight on 
four  people, each spe-
cial izing in  a di fferent 
area of the renovation? 
Paige, Special  Projects; 
Nick , Exter ior  Design; 
Adair , In ter ior  Design; 
and Er ik , The Carpenter. 
Er ik  is Er ik  Cur t is, for -
m er  M oorestown 
Fr iends School  wood-
shop teacher. 

W hen Cur t is began 
m issing school  just be-
fore the Covid-19 pan-
dem ic to f i l l  h is r ole in  
the show, students 
weren?t aware of the 
new oppor tun i t ies he 
was pur suing. Subst i -
tutes would f i l l  in  for  h is 
class whi le students 

cont inued to work  on 
their  projects and were 
left  wonder ing where 
Cur t is was.

As Cur t is descr ibed 
i t , ?I  got a cal l , or , I  got a 
DM  through Instagram  
?  This was February of 
2020, and I  just got a 
r andom  DM  from  a 
cast ing agent. There 
were a couple other  
television oppor tun i t ies 
that didn 't  pan out, so I  
didn 't  th ink  m uch of i t . 
And then I  actual ly got a 
cal l , l ike a cal lback  ?  
they cal led m e and 
asked i f I  could be on a 
plane to L.A. in  two 
hours.?

Cur t is cont inued, ?I  
was 20 m inutes away 

fr om  hom e [at the 
school  woodshop] and 
m y hom e?s 20 m inutes 
fr om  the airpor t . I 'm  
covered in  sweat and 
sawdust, and I  was l ike, 
?Yeah, dope, let 's go.? So I  
hopped on a plane to L.A. 
on a Thursday evening. 
W e didn 't  have school  
that Fr iday, so I  f lew out 
for  a screen test and had 
a conversat ion with 
Adair  and Paige and 
Nick  and we just k ind of 
[star ted talk ing] and 
im m ediately al l  got 
along real ly wel l .?

Cur t is was not given 
m uch in form ation on 
the role and oppor tun i ty 
he was being offered: 

?They found m e on the 
in ternet and asked i f I  
would tr y out for  a quote 
?hom e renovation show.? 
They wouldn 't  tel l  m e 
the platform . They 
wouldn 't  tel l  m e what 
the show was about. Al l  
they would tel l  m e is 
that i t 's a hom e renova-
t ion shor t show for  a big 
network . I  was l ike, ?I  
m ean, what do I  have to 
lose???

The career  change 
is extrem e, to say the 
least. Dur ing h is t im e at 
M FS, Cur t is taught 
woodshop for  al l  stu-
dents in  f i f th  through 
eighth grade, as wel l  as 
Upper  Schooler s who 
chose to pur sue i t . But 
now, he is com plet ing 
hom e-renovations with 
im pressive speed and a 
team  of m ore than 200 
professionals, often in-
volving com plex m a-
chinery, hel icopters, 
cranes, and for k l i f ts. 
Cur t is m entioned that a 
sk i l l  he sees h im sel f us-
ing in  both the class-
room  and on set at h is 
show has been the abi l -
i ty to ?figure out the 
fastest solut ion to a 
com pl icated problem .?
(Scan the QR code to 
read the full story on 
our  website.)

The new dai ly 
schedule for  the 
upcom ing school  year  
has left  students with 
di ffer ing opin ions on 
how the schedule wi l l  
affect them . 

The new dai ly 
schedule was em ai led 
to students in  ear ly 
August by Associate 
H ead of School  and 
Academ ic Dean 
M eredi th Godley. 
W hi le som e aspects of 
the schedule rem ain 
the sam e, such as the 

two-week  cycle of class 
schedules and sam e 
ending t im e, the 
changes that were 
m ade com pletely 
r econstruct the form at 
of student and facul ty 
l i fe at M FS. The new 
changes include a 
15-m inute snack  break , 
a f i r st-per iod prep that 
pushes the star t  of the 
school  day back  by 15 
m inutes, varying t im es 
for  class per iods, and 
m ore.

Godley, who 

contr ibuted to the 
changes in  the new 
schedule, explained 
teachers? 
involvem ent in  the 
planning process: 
?W e tr ied to be as 
inclusive as possible; 
we had a survey that 
we sent out to facul ty, 
we had l isten ing 
sessions where we 
presented three 
di fferent opt ions of 
schedules to facul ty 
and got their  feedback  
?  I  feel  l ike we did a 

good job tr ying to hear  
al l  of the perspect ives 
and the pr ior i t ies that 
di fferent people had.? 
(Scan the QR code to 
read the full story on 
our  website.)
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Curtis and his co-stars on the set of N etflix's "I nstant Dream H ome." Photo credit to Paige M obley.

The new schedule, attached in an email sent by M eredith 
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 I f  you catch a gl im pse of the l ight ing panels throughout the m ain bui lding and 
have a keen eye for  change, you m ight r eal ize they look  a bi t  di fferent. That 
would be because of the new energy eff icient L.E.D. l ights instal led in  M iddle 
and Upper  School  classroom s and the Stokes H al l  lobby. W ordsW or th sat down 
with H ead of School  Jul ia de la Tor re to ask  about the in i t iat ive as wel l  as other  
long-term  environm ental  sustainabi l i ty goals. De la Tor re explained that last 
spr ing, M FS star ted work ing with envir onm ental  consul tant agency Boyer  
Sudduth to develop and achieve di fferent sustainabi l i ty goals. These goals wi l l  
take a m ore sol id shape over  the course of the year , and when they are f inal ized, 
the com m unity wi l l  be in form ed.

- Dinah M egibow-Taylor  '24

While You Wer e Away ...
... enjoying your  summer , campus underwent some substantial changes. 
Campus secur ity was strengthened, lighting across the M ain Building was 
replaced,and the Fox Den's famous Red Oak was removed.

- Sophia Lalani '25 and Alicia Leung '24

As M FS prepared for  the return of 
students to cam pus for  the 2022-2023 
school  year , a few new secur i ty 
m easures were put in  place around 
the school  to ensure the safety of al l  
students and facul ty dur ing school  
hours. These m easures included new 
locks, notably on the Stokes H al l  and 
Din ing H al l  doors; new ID badges for  
al l  students and facul ty that wi l l  ser ve 
several  purposes; and a new 
visi tor -screening system  at the Front 
Desk .

The new secur ity buzzer  and keypad 
at the Stokes H all door . Photo by 

Dinah M egibow-Taylor  '24.

Drone photo of campus taken by 
Director  of Technology Steve 
Kolar is and Vikram Verma '25. 
Photo by Dinah M egibow-Taylor  
'24.



 

In  what was descr ibed as ?the end of an era? for  
M oorestown Fr iends School , de la Tor re announced via 
an em ai l  on August 18th that the red oak  tr ee near  the 
Fox Den needed to be rem oved after  succum bing to 
bacter ial  leaf scorch. The school  was able to preserve 
several  branches fr om  the tr ee and hopes to incorporate 
them  in to a m em or ial izing ar t  piece to honor  the legacy 
of th is cam pus staple for  years to com e.

- Luke I acono '25

On August 29,  m em bers 
of the class of 2023 
gathered to begin pain t ing 
the H ippo. Senior  class 
president Ar jan Chhabra 
said the inspirat ion 
behind choosing the 
M agic School  Bus them e 
was that the class "wanted 
to have a br ight and 
color fu l  them e that the 
l i t t le k ids would en joy." 
(Photos by Jul ia 
Tour tel lot te '23 and         
Em m a Vern ick  '23.)

While You Wer e Away ...
... enjoying your  summer , campus underwent some substantial changes. 
Campus secur ity was strengthened, lighting across the M ain Building was 
replaced,and the Fox Den's famous Red Oak was removed.

Drone photo of campus taken by 
Director  of Technology Steve 
Kolar is and Vikram Verma '25. 
Photo by Dinah M egibow-Taylor  
'24.

The Red Oak, June 2018. 
Photo by Andrew Rowan '19.
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W or dsW or th  Staf f :

This past spr ing, 
M oorestown?s M ain 
Street welcom ed a 
new business. The 
Starbucks across the 
str eet fr om  the 
H ar tm an H al l  and Van 
M eter  H al l  por t ion of 
cam pus, a spot 
fr equented  by both 
students and facul ty, 
was replaced by 
H arm ony Juice, a ju ice 
bar  that preaches the 
im por tance of organic 

ingredients and 
sustainable 
agr icul ture.

H arm ony Juice was 
founded by M onika 
Kobak : a wife, m other  
of two, and a fu l l  t im e 
em ployee for  a 
pharm aceutical  
com pany. She 
cur rent ly works at 
both H arm ony Juice 
and her  
pharm aceutical  job. 
Kobak  talked about 

how her  job in  the 
pharm aceutical  
industr y was her  
inspirat ion for  
founding H arm ony 
Juice: ?I  star ted to 
r eal ize that whi le 
there is st i l l  space for  
pharm aceuticals and 
for  al l  of the m edical  
invent ions, we st i l l  
have to invest in  
m aintain ing our  
heal th, so I  wanted to 
invest m y t im e and 

energy in to actual ly 
helping people stay 
heal thy.?

H arm ony Juice?s 
ingredients are al l  
sourced fr om  local  
farm s l ike Blue M oon 
Acres Farm , located in  
Pennington, NJ. Kobak  
em phasized the 
im por tance of sel l ing 
farm -to-hand 
products to 
custom ers: 
?Suppor t ing local  
farm ers is crucial  for  
the wel l -being of our  
planet and wel l -being 
of our  local  
com m unity and local  
food secur i ty,? she 
com m ented. Kobak  
talked about why Blue 
M oon Acres is so 
special : ?They are not 
on ly organic, but also 
or igin  r egenerat ive. 
W hat that m eans is 
that they take care of 
the soi l  heal th, so they 
don 't  use any 
fer t i l izer s?  
everyth ing is natural , 
they com post, and 
they use com post as a 
natural  fer t i l izer.?

Regenerat ive 
farm ing is im por tant 
to Kobak , and is a 
sign i f icant par t  of the 
nutr i t ion at H arm ony 
Juice. In  fact, the 

docum entary Kiss the 
Ground inspir ed 
Kobak  to suppor t 
r egenerat ive farm ing. 
The docum entary 
taught her  that we 
only have ?60 years of 
harvest left  on ear th,? 
and that pushed her  to 
open H arm ony Juice 
and share the 
im por tance of 
r egenerat ive farm ing 
with others. 

H arm ony Juice 
provides custom ers 
with heal thy and 
nutr i t ious food, 
including ju ices, 
salads, sm oothies, açaí 
bowls, and m ore. Al l  of 
the products at the 
ju icery are m ade fr om  
organic ingredients 
and are both 
gluten-fr ee and vegan. 
Due to custom er  
feedback , H arm ony 
Juice plans to 
in tr oduce som e 
vegetar ian choices as 
wel l . Som e of the 
bestsel ler s at 
H arm ony Juice are the 
Ber r y Bl iss sm oothie 
and the Açaí Bowl, 
according to Kobak .

Kobak  also 
com m ented on the 
legacy she knows her  
com pany is r eplacing: 
?I  want to 

acknowledge what 
Starbucks m eant to so 
m any people for  20 
years here ?  so that 's 
why we also [want to] 
cont inue having 
coffee here. I t 's 
organic, but i t 's 
coffee.?

Kobak  also noted 
that she ?wanted to 
m ake sure that the 
[in ter ior ] is beauti fu l , 
invi t ing, [and] a very 
cool  hangout spot,? as 
wel l  as ?m aintain  the 
sam e legacy that 
Starbucks created as a 
k ind, fr iendly 
envir onm ent.?

H arm ony Juice?s 
sum m er  hours were 8 
a.m . to 4 p.m ., but i t  
wi l l  be open fr om  7:30 
a.m . to 5:30 p.m . once 
the school  year  begins 
to accom m odate 
students who m ay 
wish to visi t  the 
ju icery before or  after  
school  hours. This 
change accom panies a 
new l im ited-t im e 
back -to-school  offer  
for  al l  h igh schooler s 
in  M oorestown? br ing 
a fr iend and both 
students get 20% off 
along with fr ee m ason 
jar s. This offer  r uns 
throughout 
Septem ber.

M onika Kobak, the founder  and owner  of H armony Juice. Photo by H annah Puc '24.

M eet the Founder  of H arm ony Juice
By Sophia Lalan i  '25, H annah Puc '24, and El ina Shah '24

In  Case You M issed I t : Som e Global  Sum m er  News
By M ason Levens '25
Roe v . W ade 
Over tu r n : On June 
24th, 2022, f i f ty years 
of federal  abor t ion 
r ights establ ished by 
Roe v. W ade was 
over turned by the 
Suprem e Cour t in  a 
6-3 decision. The 
federal  cour t case 
that led to th is 
decision was known 
as Dobbs v. Jackson 
W omen?s H ealth 
Organization.

M ar -a-Lago 
In vest i gat i on : A 
cr im inal  
invest igat ion in to 
violat ions of the 
Espionage Act and 
destruct ion of publ ic 
r ecords was launched 
in  Apr i l  of th is year  
against Donald 
Trum p. On August 
8th, 2022, a search 
war rant was executed 
by federal  agents at 
M ar -a-Lago, a resor t 
owned by Trum p in  
Flor ida.

Fl ood i n g i n  
Pak i stan : Since a 
m onsoon began in  
June of th is year , 
Pak istan has 
exper ienced 
disastrous f looding 
that has affected over  
th ir ty m i l l ion 
individuals with in  the 
nat ion. The 
im m ediate cause of 
the f loods is extrem e 
rain fal l  and m el t ing 
glacier s, wi th Pak istan 
exper iencing rain  
780% greater  than 

average levels; these 
cir cum stances are 
due to the effects of 
cl im ate change.

The Sw ear i n g i n  of  
K etan ji  Br ow n  
Jack son : On June 
30th, 2022, Jackson 
was sworn in  as the 
f i r st  Afr ican 
Am er ican fem ale 
just ice on the United 
States Suprem e 
Cour t. She becam e 
the 116th m em ber  on 
the nat ion?s h ighest 

cour t and was 
confi rm ed by a 
Senate vote of 53-47.

Br i t tn ey Gr i n er : On 
August 4th, W NBA 
star  Gr iner  was 
sentenced to n ine 
years in  pr ison in  
Russia on counts of 
i l legal  sm uggl ing of 
narcot ics. H er  
attorneys have 
appealed her  
convict ion.

M i ssi ssi pp i  W ater  
Cr i si s: Beginn ing in  
late August, the ci ty of 
Jackson, M ississippi , 
has not had access to 
clean, safe dr ink ing 
water  due to severe 
f looding that disabled 
water  tr eatm ent 
plants. W ater  is being 
im por ted in to the ci ty, 
and M ississippi  
National  Guard 
tr oops are being sent 
to water  distr ibut ion 
si tes.

4                    Sum m er  News
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